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Before You Begin 
 

Introduction 

Chapters 13-16 begin with mixed responses to Jesus and ends with Peter's confession and Jesus' 
call to take up the cross. Everyone has an opinion about Jesus. Some are curious. Some are 
impressed. Some are offended. Some keep him at a safe distance. Others recognise him as the 
King God promised and gladly follow him. 

In Matthew 13–16, Jesus reveals both his identity and the nature of his kingdom. Through 
parables, miracles, conflict, and teaching, he exposes the different ways people respond to him. 
Some hear but do not understand. Some see but do not believe. Others discover that Jesus is 
worth more than everything they have. 

The section reaches its climax when Jesus asks his disciples the most important question anyone 
can answer: "Who do you say I am?" Peter rightly answers: "You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God." But recognising Jesus is only the beginning. Jesus immediately calls his followers to 
take up their cross and follow him. 

As we seek to see a Northern Beaches that knows Jesus, Matthew asks each of us the same 
question. Not simply what others think about Jesus, but what we believe about him, and whether 
we are willing to follow him on his terms. The phrase that keeps recurring as we read the section 
is: "Not everyone who sees Jesus recognises him." 

That seems to explain the soils, the weeds, Nazareth's rejection, Herod's confusion, the Pharisees' 
blindness, Peter's confession, and perhaps speaks rather directly to life on the Northern Beaches. 
Lots of people know about Jesus. Matthew 13–16 asks whether they actually see him. 

As you work through these studies, you'll be asked the same question Jesus asked his first 
disciples. Not just what other people think about Jesus, but what you believe about him, and 
whether you're willing to follow him on his terms. 

We're genuinely excited to spend this time together. There's nothing better we could do with these 
weeks than open up God's word together, wrestle with what it means, and encourage each other 
to live it out. You don't need to be an expert to take part. You just need to be willing to look at the 
text, ask honest questions, and listen to what God is saying through it. We're praying these studies 
will do exactly that, for every group, every week. 
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Resources 

1. Matthew (Pillar New Testament Commentary) by Leon Morris 

Clear, conservative, pastorally useful, Christ-centred. 

 

2. Matthew (NICNT) by R.T. France 

Excellent on structure, Old Testament background, Matthew's argument, and kingdom themes. 

 

3. Matthew (Expository Commentary) by D.A. Carson 

 

4. The Gospel Coalition website https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/commentary/matthew/ 

 

5. Teaching Matthew by David Jackman & William Phillip 
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Study 1: Different Responses to Jesus 
Matthew 13:1-23 

Getting Started 

1.​ If someone hears about Jesus but it doesn't change their life, who do you think is responsible 
— the person telling them, the message itself, or the person listening? Why? 

Big Idea 

God's kingdom isn't weakened when people reject it — the problem is with the soil, not the seed. 
Some people resist straight away. Some fall away under pressure. Some get distracted. But others 
receive God's word and produce an amazing harvest. 

 

 

Read Matthew 13:1-9 

2.​ Look at verses 4–8. Walk through the four kinds of soil. What happens to the seed each time, 
and why does it fail or succeed? 

Read Matthew 13:10–17 

3.​ Verse 11 says some people are given understanding and others aren't. Looking back at the 
four soils, what does the response of the good soil look like — and what does that tell us about 
what it really means to “hear” Jesus' words? 

Digging deeper: In verses 14–15, Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9–10. What was God telling Isaiah's 
audience back then? Why might Jesus use those same words for the crowd in front of him? 

4.​ Look at verses 16–17. What do these verses say about how privileged Jesus' disciples are — 
and how privileged Christians are today? 
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Read Matthew 13:18–23 

5.​ Jesus now explains his own story. In your own words, what does each part stand for: the path, 
the rocky ground, the thorns, and the good soil? 

Pulling It Together 

6.​ The rocky ground and the thorny ground both respond to the message with some excitement at 
first — but neither one lasts. What's the difference between an exciting first reaction to Jesus 
and a faith that actually grows? 

Application 

7.​ Becoming good soil isn't something we manage on our own — it's something God does in us 
by his grace. With that in mind, what kinds of “thorns” choke out people's growth as Christians 
today? 

8.​ What habits, people, or routines in your life help keep you as “good soil”? 

9.​ The farmer scatters seed everywhere, even on bad ground. How should this encourage you 
next time you share something about Jesus with someone else — including with people who 
haven't responded yet? 

Prayer 

●​ Pray that God would make us good soil: people who build good habits to hear his word, 
understand it, and let it take root and bear fruit in our lives. 

●​ Pray for someone you know who has heard about Jesus but doesn’t really see who he truly is. 
Ask God to clear away whatever is choking or hardening their heart to the message. 

●​ Local Mission - Pray that the Hope for the Beaches corflute yard signs will start lots of people 
having conversations about who Jesus really is. 
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Study 2: The Hidden Growth of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13:24-43 

Getting Started 

1.​ Can you think of something that started off tiny but grew into something much bigger than 
anyone expected? Or — has there been a time you had to wait a long time for something, not 
knowing how it would turn out? 

Big Idea 

God's kingdom has already begun in Jesus. Right now it can look small, slow, and surrounded by 
trouble. But Jesus promises it will grow — and one day God will separate good from evil and judge 
fairly. 

Read Matthew 13:24-30 

2.​ Why does the farmer tell his servants not to pull up the weeds straight away? What does that 
suggest about life in God's kingdom right now, before the end? 

Read Matthew 13:31-33 

3.​ What's surprising about the mustard seed and the yeast? What point do both stories seem to 
be making about God's kingdom? 

Read Matthew 13:34-43 

4.​ When Jesus explains the parable of the weeds, who do the farmer, the good seed, and the 
weeds stand for? ​
Note: in verse 38, Jesus tells us the field is the whole world, not just the church. 

5.​ What does Jesus say will happen at the end of time, and what future does he promise for those 
who belong to his kingdom? 
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Pulling It Together 

6.​ What do these three stories teach us about God's kingdom, and about Jesus himself? 

Application 

7.​ God's kingdom can look small or unimpressive on the Northern Beaches right now — but these 
parables promise it is growing, even when we can't see it. Where do you find that hardest to 
believe? 

8.​ Are you more likely to grow impatient with how slowly God seems to be working, or 
discouraged by how things look right now? 

9.​ What would it look like this week to keep trusting Jesus as King, even when his kingdom 
seems hidden? 

Digging deeper: You may want to close this study in prayer — thanking God that his kingdom is 
growing even when we can't see it, and asking him to help us trust Jesus' promises and stay 
faithful while we wait. 

Prayer 

●​ Pray for patience and trust in the times God's kingdom feels small, slow, or hard to see on the 
Northern Beaches. 

●​ Thank God that he will one day judge fairly and finish what he has started, and pray that this 
hope would keep us faithful while we wait. 

●​ Village Church Jindabyne - pray that the new food trucks go well during the Snow Season and 
that there will be many people doing the Alpha Course.  
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Study 3: The Surpassing Value of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13:44-58 

Getting Started 

1.​ What's the most valuable thing you've ever owned or experienced? What made it so valuable 
to you? 

Big Idea 

God's kingdom is worth giving up everything else to have, because what's at stake is nothing less 
than where we spend eternity. But even when people meet Jesus face to face, they can still turn 
him down.  

Read Matthew 13:44–46 

2.​ What does the man give up to get the treasure, and how does Jesus describe his attitude 
toward giving it up? What does that teach us about the cost of following Jesus? 

Read Matthew 13:47-52 

3.​ What does the net stand for, and who are the “good fish” and “bad fish”? According to Jesus, 
when does the sorting happen, and why does that timing matter? 

4.​ Jesus speaks plainly here about final judgment. If that idea makes you feel uneasy, you're not 
alone — it's a serious thing to sit with. How should knowing that judgment is certain shape the 
way you live?​
​
Digging deeper: look at verse 51. Jesus' question to the disciples here matters a lot, right after 
this string of stories — has the truth actually landed, or just been heard? 
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Read Matthew 13:53-58 

5.​ Why do the people of Nazareth struggle to accept Jesus? How is it possible for people to know 
a lot about Jesus and still reject him? 

Pulling It Together 

6.​ These four short stories all show people responding very differently to the value of God's 
kingdom and to Jesus himself. What do the treasure-hunter, the pearl-merchant, the fishermen, 
and the people of Nazareth have in common — and where do their responses go in completely 
different directions? 

Application 

7.​ The men in the first two stories happily give up everything to gain something far better. What 
have you had to give up to follow Jesus? What have you gained instead? 

8.​ What things compete with Jesus for first place in our lives today? 

9.​ Unlike most weeks, this isn't really a “this week” question — it's worth thinking about over the 
longer run. If Jesus really is the greatest treasure there is, what's one practical way that could 
shape the next year of your life? 

Prayer 

●​ Pray that God would help us see Jesus as worth more than anything we're tempted to hold 
onto instead of him. 

●​ Pray for those in our community who, like the people of Nazareth, know a lot about Jesus but 
have never truly received him. 
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●​ Thank God for the many local families who connected with the church for the first time at 
Chillout. Ask that those kids and their families will treasure Jesus and his kingdom more than 
anything else  
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Study 4: Opposition to God’s King 
Matthew 14:1-12 

Getting Started 

1.​ Have you ever watched someone avoid making a decision, only to have that “non-decision” 
turn out to be very costly? What happened? 

Big Idea 

There's no neutral position when it comes to Jesus — only belief or unbelief. Unbelief can look 
harmless for a while, but eventually it shows its true colours. 

Read Matthew 14:1-12 

Digging Deeper: Herod Antipas was a “tetrarch” - a ruler given partial power over parts of Israel by 
Rome. He was a son of Herod the Great, the king who tried to kill the infant Jesus in Matthew 2. 

2.​ What was John the Baptist's message (see 3:1-12), and what did it cost him to keep speaking 
it, even from prison? 

3.​ How would you describe Herod's attitude to John? Is he hostile, curious, afraid, something else 
— or a mix? Why does he have John killed even though he's afraid and “distressed” about it? 

Pulling It Together 

4.​ Jesus himself barely appears in this passage — but Matthew places this story right in the 
middle of his account of Jesus' ministry. What does this story tell us about the kind of king 
Herod is compared to the kind of King Jesus is?  
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Digging deeper: Jesus later says there's no such thing as neutral ground when it comes to him 
(see Matthew 12:30). Do you think Herod here, and Pilate later in Matthew 27:11-26, are examples 
of what Jesus means by that? Why or why not?  

5.​ John was killed for telling the truth about sin to a king who didn't want to hear it. Where else in 
Matthew's Gospel does the truth about who Jesus is get this kind of hostile reception?  

6.​ What does John's death anticipate about what will eventually happen to Jesus himself? 

Application 

7.​ This passage shows a man crushed by fear of losing face rather than fear of God. The gospel 
doesn't just tell us to be braver than Herod, it tells us we have a King who was faithful all the 
way to his own death when we couldn't be. How does knowing that change the way you think 
about your own moments of cowardice before God, past or present? 

8.​ Indifference to Jesus can look harmless — even reasonable — right up until it isn't. Where do 
you see this kind of “harmless” indifference to Jesus in the world around you? 

9.​ Where in your life right now is there a cost attached to naming Jesus as King, whether socially, 
at work, or within your own family? What would it look like this week to trust that Jesus, not 
your reputation, is the one who ultimately secures you? 

Digging deeper: For a modern picture of what real faith can cost, visit 
opendoors.org.au/frontline-faith/faith-over-fear and read the story together as a group. Take a 
moment to reflect on what belief and unbelief in Jesus can mean for people's lives. 
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Prayer 

●​ Pray for Christians who face real cost for speaking about Jesus, and for courage to speak 
clearly rather than staying safely undecided ourselves. 

●​ Pray against the kind of quiet indifference to Jesus that feels harmless but, like Herod's, can 
end up doing real harm. 

●​ Grant & Allison Gallant - CMS Tanzania - ask that Grant and Allison will grow in confidence 
with their language studies and be equipped for their ministry to equip ocal church leaders to 
lead their churches well  
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Study 5: The Compassionate King 
Matthew 14:13-21 

Getting Started 

1.​ Imagine you're responsible for feeding a huge, hungry crowd with almost nothing in your 
hands. What would you do first — and how would you be feeling? 

Big Idea 

Jesus is the compassionate King who provides for his people beyond what they could ever provide 
for themselves — and through this miracle, his disciples are learning to see who he really is, and 
to depend on him completely. 

Read Matthew 14:13-21 

2.​ Verse 14 says Jesus “had compassion” on the crowd. How would you describe “compassion” 
to someone? What does his compassion lead him to do? 

3.​ Look at verses 15-17. What problem do the disciples raise, and what's their proposed solution? 
What does Jesus tell them to do instead (v16), and why might that have felt like an impossible 
ask? 

4.​ The disciples have five loaves and two fish between them — nowhere near enough. Whatever 
they end up handing out to the crowd, where does it actually come from? What does that tell us 
about what the disciples can offer on their own, and what they can only offer because Jesus 
first gives it to them? 

5.​ Why do you think Matthew records that there were twelve baskets of leftovers? 
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Pulling It Together 

Digging Deeper: This miracle echoes the story of Moses, who fed God's people bread from 
heaven in the wilderness when they had no way to feed themselves (Exodus 16). It also looks 
forward — back in Matthew 8:11, Jesus promised that people from east and west would one day 
“take their places at the feast” with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, a 
promise going back to Isaiah 25:6-9, where God himself prepares a great feast for his people. 
Could this miracle be a real taste of that promised feast, arriving ahead of time in Jesus — 
provided the same way God provided for his people long ago? 

6.​ This whole episode seems to be less about the size of the miracle and more about what the 
disciples learn. What has this scene taught them about who Jesus is, and about what it means 
to depend on him rather than on their own resources? 

Application 

7.​ The disciples' problem wasn't that they lacked compassion for the crowd — it was that they 
didn't yet grasp who was standing in front of them. What do you actually believe Jesus is 
capable of, in the situations you're facing right now? 

8.​ If you really believed Jesus could provide as fully as he does in this passage, what's one thing 
that would change about how you're approaching a need or a fear this week? 

Prayer 

●​ Thank God that Jesus is moved by compassion for ordinary need, and pray that we would 
bring our own needs and the needs of others to him rather than trying to meet them in our own 
strength. 

●​ Pray that we would trust Jesus to provide for situations that look impossible to us right now. 

●​ The Community Pantry - Pray for the TCP team, that they will continue to have wisdom and be 
equipped to serve people well and point them to the love of Christ  
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Study 6: The Divine King 
Matthew 14:22-36 

Getting Started 

1.​ What's something about the ocean that makes you feel small, or out of control? How do you 
usually respond when you feel afraid? 

Big Idea 

Jesus is not only God's promised King — he's the Lord who rules over creation, saves his people 
in their fear, and is worthy of their worship. 

Read Matthew 14:22–27 

2.​ What situation do the disciples find themselves in, and how do they react when they see Jesus 
walking on the water? 

3.​ In the Old Testament, only God has power over the sea (see Job 9:8 and Psalm 107:23-30) — 
walking on it, calming it, ruling it. What is Jesus claiming about himself by doing this, and by 
saying “It is I” in verse 27? 

Digging Deeper: In the Old Testament, the sea isn't just water — it's often a picture of chaos and 
danger, the forces of disorder that threaten to undo God's good creation (see Genesis 1:2, Psalm 
74:13-14, Psalm 89:9-10). Only God has the power to push back that chaos and bring order and 
calm. What does it mean that Jesus does exactly that here, in the middle of a storm, at night, far 
from land? 

Read Matthew 14:28-33 

4.​ Peter asks to come out onto the water too. What does that ask for, and what happens when he 
takes the risk? Why does he begin to sink, and what does Jesus' response reveal — both 
about Peter, and about Jesus himself? 
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5.​ How do the disciples respond once Jesus gets into the boat (v33), and why is that response 
significant? 

Pulling It Together 

6.​ What do we learn about who Jesus really is from this whole passage?​
​
Digging Deeper: in verse 33 the disciples say, “Truly you are the Son of God.” Compare this 
with Matthew 3:17 and 16:16 — this confession is a major turning point in how people in the 
story understand Jesus. 

Application 

7.​ What fears or pressures are most likely to take your eyes off Jesus right now — like Peter 
looking at the wind and waves instead of at Jesus? 

8.​ What difference does it make to know that Jesus doesn't just calm a storm, but has power over 
the chaos and evil the storm represents? 

9.​ As we seek to see a Northern Beaches that knows Jesus, why does it matter that people move 
beyond admiring him to actually trusting and worshipping him as Lord? 

Prayer 

●​ Pray for those in our church who are walking through fear or uncertainty right now, that they 
would keep their eyes on Jesus rather than on the storm around them. 

●​ Praise Jesus as the one who has power over chaos and evil, and pray that this truth would 
grow our worship of him, not just our admiration. 

●​ Pray for the staff of St Faiths - that God would be pleased to work in and through them, that 
they may grow in unity and the love and knowledge of Jesus, that his power might be seen in 
their weakness.  
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Study 7: Who Belongs to the King?  
Matthew 11:1–19 

Getting Started 

1.​ What kinds of things make people feel confident about where they stand with God? 

Big Idea 

Jesus exposes the false security of religious status, and shows that those who belong to his 
kingdom are those who receive him with humble faith. 

​
Read Matthew 15:1-20 

2.​ What are the Pharisees and scribes concerned about?  

3.​ According to Jesus, what's the deeper problem with their approach to God?  

4.​ Where does Jesus say true defilement actually comes from? 

Read Matthew 15:21-28 

5.​ What's surprising or confronting about Jesus' interaction with the Canaanite woman, and how 
does she respond to him throughout the conversation?  

6.​ Why do you think Jesus describes her faith as "great"? 
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Read Matthew 15:29-39 

7.​ Jesus says he was sent to "the lost sheep of the house of Israel" (v24). How do verses 29-39 
show him carrying out that mission?  

8.​ Compare the disciples' response in verse 33 with the Canaanite woman's response earlier in 
the chapter. What similarities or differences do you notice? 

Pulling It Together 

9.​ Compare the Pharisees, the disciples, the Canaanite woman, and the crowds in this chapter. 
Who seems closest to God on the surface — and who actually responds to Jesus rightly?  

10.​What seems to distinguish those who truly belong to his kingdom? 

Application 

11.​The Canaanite woman approaches Jesus with humility, persistence, and trust. What can 
Christians learn from her example?  

12.​Where do you see the temptation to rely on religious privilege, knowledge, performance, or 
status, rather than trusting Jesus himself? 

Prayer 

●​ Pray for humility, especially for anyone tempted to rely on religious knowledge, performance, or 
status rather than simply trusting Jesus. 
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●​ Pray that we would have persistent faith like the Canaanite woman's, especially when God's 
answers seem slow or hard to understand. 

●​ Pray that Nungalinya College might be used by God to grow and equip many Aboriginal 
leaders for faithful loving service in the communities of the NT and beyond.  
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Study 8: the Problem with Being Spiritual but Not Christian 
Matthew 16:1-12 

Getting Started 

1.​ Have you ever completely missed something that was right in front of you, even though it was 
obvious to everyone else? What happened? 

Big Idea 

It's possible to know a lot about God and still fail to recognise Jesus. True understanding comes 
from listening to him and trusting his word. 

 

Read Matthew 16:1-4 

2.​ Why do the Pharisees and Sadducees ask Jesus for a sign? What does Jesus say they're 
good at recognising — and what are they failing to recognise? 

Digging Deeper: why does Jesus point them to “the sign of Jonah”? Two things matter here: Jonah 
was sent to call non-Israelites to turn back to God, and Jonah being rescued from the fish points 
forward to Jesus' death and resurrection. 

Read Matthew 16:5-12 

3.​ What misunderstanding do the disciples have in verses 5-7, and how does Jesus correct 
them? Why does he bring up the feeding of the five thousand and the four thousand? 

4.​ What finally helps the disciples understand what Jesus means by “yeast” (v12)? 
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Pulling It Together 

5.​ What do the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the disciples have in common in this passage — 
and how are they different from each other? 

6.​ What does this passage teach us about Jesus, and about the danger of false teaching? 

Application 

7.​ Can you think of a false teaching that takes away from the gospel, and a false teaching that 
adds to the gospel? Which is harder to spot? 

8.​ None of us see clearly all the time — even the disciples, who walked with Jesus, needed him 
to patiently explain things twice. With that in mind, how can we make sure we're really listening 
to Jesus, rather than just assuming we already know what he says? 

Prayer 

●​ Pray that we would keep listening carefully to Jesus rather than assuming we already know 
what he says. 

●​ Pray for discernment to recognise false teaching, both the kind that takes away from the gospel 
and the kind that adds to it. 

●​ Pray for Dan and Liv Webster in Namibia - that they may be faithfully equipping servants of the 
word of God who will be equipped to train others in word ministry.  
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Study 9: Who Do You Say I Am?  
Matthew 16:13-28 

Getting Started 

1.​ Have you ever changed your mind about someone after discovering more about who they 
really were? What made the difference? 

Big Idea 

Jesus is the promised Messiah and Son of God. Following him means denying ourselves, taking 
up our cross, and trusting that losing our life for his sake is actually the path to true life. 

 

Read Matthew 16:13-20 

2.​ What different opinions about Jesus do the disciples mention in verse 14? Why might they hold 
these views?  

3.​ Why is Jesus' question in verse 15, and Peter's answer in verse 16, so important? 

4.​ According to verse 17, how does Peter come to this answer? What does that tell us about how 
anyone comes to recognise who Jesus really is? 

5.​ In verses 18-19, Jesus promises that he will build his church on this truth about who he is, and 
that nothing — not even death — will ever overcome it. Why might that promise have mattered 
so much to the disciples, and why does it still matter for the church today? 
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Read Matthew 16:21-23 

6.​ Why is Peter so shocked by Jesus' prediction that he must suffer, die, and rise again? What 
does Peter's reaction show about how he understood the word “Messiah”? 

 

Read Matthew 16:24-28 

7.​ What do you think Jesus means by “deny yourself,” “take up your cross,” and “follow me”? 

Pulling It Together 

8.​ Peter gets the right answer about who Jesus is, but moments later resists Jesus' path to the 
cross. Why is it possible to have correct beliefs about Jesus while still struggling to actually 
follow him? 

Application 

9.​ Jesus promises that losing our life for his sake is actually the way to find life (vv25-26). Has 
there been a time — even a small one — you've experienced that yourself, where giving 
something up for Jesus turned out to be gain, not loss? 

10.​Verse 26 asks what a person gains by winning the whole world and losing their soul. What is 
the "whole world" you find most tempting to chase after right now, and what would it mean, 
practically, to hold it loosely for the sake of Jesus this week? 

11.​If a friend asked you “who do you say Jesus is?”, how would you answer in a way that makes 
clear he's not just a wise teacher or a good example, but the King who has the right to your 
whole life? 
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Prayer 

●​ Pray that each of us would be able to answer Jesus' question clearly, not just with the right 
words about him but with a life that follows him. 

●​ Pray for the strength to take up our cross this week, trusting that whatever we lose for Jesus' 
sake is not truly lost. 

●​ Pray that Jesus will be seen clearly by those in our families. Ask that we might have wisdom 
and patience and integrity in the way we give a reason for the hope we have in Christ.  
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